
A* J pr"onrrnl JL" Aorrioon Sror,
By H.H. KNOBLAUCH

STRAINS WILL BE STRAINS WHEN
CHAMPTONS ARE LONG FORGOTTEN

In an endeavour to comply with the Editor's
request to write an article on my "Harrisons", I
oould think of nothing better than quote the
above slogan which I have worked to, over my
many years of association with Homing Pigeons.

My first acquaintance of the above strain goes back
to the year 1919, when a good many of this fine
strain of birds were brought oVer to our lofts from
Mr. E. C. Bartle of Inverell, New South Wales, who
I think realised their value as much as any then
racing pigeon fancier. Included in the consignments
were progeny of Cyclone, the old Bourke Cock or
Bathbrick II (either name he carried well), J. Ling's
Federation winner, also the Federation hen's sister, to-
gether with a full sister to "Cockburn King", 620 mile

found,er of the ff;f":,
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Knoblauch,
K noblauch- H ary t s an st r ai,n.

winner, and that champion old sire, G. Sire, etc., the
imported "Harrison" Blue Cock 3860 NURP 11 T.

When Mr. M. J. Foy imported the whole of Harrison's
loft of birds from England in 1911 he later informed
me that he decided to keep the strain as a strain and
not let it wilt away and to do this he introduced a few
of the best birds money or influence could obtain. Mr
Foy's immediate success proved his method and ideas
were correct.

I found that Mr. Bartle had continued along the
same sound lines, and had introduced a few splendid
birds among the Harrisons and then put them back as
Foy says "to more and more Harriso.ns".

After having acquired much of the CREAM of this
famous Harrison strain, I considered it contained
enough out crosses and apart from a bird here and
there at the start I went about keeping it dominent
and from then on introduced only birds of the Harri-
son strain that I was very sure of. My first ,introduc-

tion was a pair of birds from that well known Mel-
bourne fancier, Mr. A. S. Balfe, who obtained some
of the best Mr. Foly had when the latter's birds were
disposed of. This first introduction immediately bore
fruit and many winners came from this blend.

A few years later it was my pleasure and privilege to
make the acquaintance of Mr. J. E. O'Brien, one of
New South Wales best fliers who's activities with the
Harrison strain was very pronounced. Several of Mr.
O'Brien's best Harrison birds soon found their way to
my lofts, as did many of mine in return, and the
result for us both were very pleasing.

The early birds being the progeny of "Sao", his
champion North Road hen who was a daughter of
Cockburn Prince, 2nd 620 miles to Cockburn King
(both bred and flown by Mr. Bartle) and full of the
Harrison strain Dam the "Cunnamulla Hen", 2nd bird
into Sydney for Mr. Foy, being a daughter of the old
Bourke Cock x Cyclone.

Some time later I acquired progdny from the three
pair of Mr. O'Brien's imported Harrisons which were
imported direct from Geo. Harrison - of Oakamore
North Staffs, England. These birds again being crossed
in with my own to a certain extent but alwal's leaving
the original combination dominant.

Harrisons were also introduced from birds imported
from Grocott of Eneland who flew the Harrison strain
with great success.

As time went on, the entire loft of Mr. S. Ling was
up for disposal. Mr. Sam Ling being a brother to Jack
Ling, who was Mr. Foy's loft manager, and here was
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Im,'ported Hctrcison Blue Cock 5g60. NUR?.LL.T

3860 NURP.LL.T and, 1Sl8 t/U.il..A/SF,. Bred, bg Geo.
Harrison, Oakamore, Engla,kd,, and, an originot importa_
tion bu_ Mar FoA, Sire Good,wi;n's Blue iritt especiattgs.erected bv Geo. Harri,sor, to matb t;""; a"iini", of hi,s
famous stock paiT. Dam of 5860 i,s a- iiiiini), of the
famous. stock pai,r, 

ry-d therefore lutt si,sfer to rna,nA
c,hampions, such,as Ltoyd, Ge-orge, bred, and, raced bA
!e_9. Harr,ison, who i,n Fed,erati,on ra,ces onlU, Ite ,son the
follou;ing.' rst Fe!'e_rg,tlon against sstz bird,ii sid, F,ed,era-
ti,on agai,nst !500 bi,rd,s; 6th ,Fed,eration, 4dOO ilras; 6thFederati,on, o,uer S00O bird,s; Srd, Fed,erati,oi, SigO bi,rd,s;
Z_t11, leQera,tion, S[90 -bi,rd,s, 70th Fed,eration', 4OeS bird,s';
1th Federatiolt from Nantes in a bact smash;'liti Fed,era-
ti'on 300_0 br'r(ls; and ftew Marennes, s00 mires fiiue ti,mes
qnd only once outsid,e of pr,ize-moneA. Anothir Sud,d,en
Death wlto won the f_ottgwi,ng i,n t6o sea,sons onlA i,nFeileratton ra,ces: 7st Fed,erati,on, !p\S bi,rd,s; fst Fe(Iera_
tj91t,, ls.oO b*ds; 1st Fed,erati,on, I10b bird,s; tit iiaeration,
3!?1 bi,rds; pnd Eederation, 4.58? bi,rd,s;'and won ei,ght-
thi'rd and gth Federati,on fr,om Nantes3 and, othbr ciam-

pions i,n Sensational. Oakamore, Earthenwar"
(winner of fiue firsts).

Harr ison.Cock 1065.  eHS.ZS (No.  1)

No. 7. Black Ck. Cock 1065. eHS.gS. Flou;n aH
stages to Charleoi,Ile, lpg mtl"es a{ a young bird,
and all stages to eui,lpi,e, 516 miles, as in otd,
bi,rd, wi,nni,ng Srd, prize 1065 i,s si,re of Victor:E,
usi,nner of Qui,,pi,e Sl6m.. in d,i,sastrous useu,ilt", bU
2h hours. Si,rcz: Szluer Ki,ng, 1st 560m. and, gnrj
[80,m. Si,re of Si,luer Ktng i,s 186, brbd, by E. A.
Bartle from hi,s hest poi,r of stock bird,s, p7 and,
25 Harri,so??s. Dam of Situer King i,s 17g. Her si,re
3860 NURP.11, imp. Harri,son. Si,re, Goodwtn,s
Old, Frill and, a d,aughter of Haryison's famous
stock pair. Dam of l7g i,s Cyclone, Fog Harri,son.
Dam of L063 i,s 19.ARp.7gtg, fu,il sister to Cock_
burn Ktn,g, the 6p0m. champi,on usi,nner of Cock_
bu,rn I r Bartle and, clatmed, by ,,A.p.K.i' to be
best T,erformed, ptgeon ,i,n season 1ggL. Stre of 1g
is 17'7. Si,re 3860 NUR?.1I, tmp. Harcison. Dam
of :l t7, Grooter, mported,. Dam of 1g is 633, ststerto No' 2 cock' 

t:::,rlW"ril,!,"u,?i,ikburn 
Prt'nce,
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housed many old champions.  Gett ing in touch wi th
Mr. O'Brien I asked him to purchase for me a couple
of  pairs of  h is best .  wi th the resul t  that  a basket  of
about f iv 'e pairs came along wi th Mr.  O'Br ien's com-
ments that  he did not  th ink a bet ter  consignment of
b i rds had ever lef t  New South Wales,  l i t t le  wonder
about h is comments,  when I  found such bi rds as The
Old Bourke Cock,  214 a Son of  Bi le Beans x Cyclone
three of  h is Sons x Sao's Sister  and Blue Cock Poi t re l .
etc.

Here.  again was more bi rds to be used as crosses
as desired and always Harr isons,  bred and blended
in other local i t ies to keep the stra in PURE.

Among my many let ters f rom Mr.  Foy he informed
me that  the day wouN come when fanciers f rom
England would com€ to Austra l ia for  b i rds of  the
Harr ison stra in.  This prophecy proved correct ,  for  to-
wards the lat ter  part  of  1938 a let ter  f rom Norman S.
Rhead of  England arr ived being forwarded on to Mr.
Potter .  a fancier  in Victor ia.  Mr.  Rhead was convoyer
for  the Federat ion which Mr.  Harr ison raced wi th,
and he real ised the q.r"ra l i ty  of  Harr ison's b i rds when
he saw them win agains the best .  and was for tunate
in get t ing wel l  s tocked before Mr.  Foy brought them
to Atrstra l ia.

Mr.  Rhead was interested in the exchange of  Harr i -
sons,  real is ing that  my bi rds carr ied the old b loocl
which he had seen win in England so of ten.  This ex-
change was arranged and in February 1939 I  lande<l
bi rds by the "Jarv is Buy",  returning the same number
of  my Harr isons on the boats '  return voyage. Here
again was another int roduct ion of  Harr isons as a di rect
cross,  and the resul t  as in a l l  previorrs cases was win-
ners.

From the above I  have t r ied to set  out  my method
of the way I  preserved the Harr ison stra in.  antJ in a l l
cases used Harr isons to do i t ,  never a l lowing the intr .o-
duct ions to take command and thereby reta in ing my
or ig inal  b lood of  over 40 years ago.  As an exper iment
I  have crossed the Harr isons wi th the Thoroughgoods,
also a stra in I  possess cal led the Miracles,  and the
resul t  has been very sat is factory,  but  I  have found
and I  th ink proved that  my Harr ison stra in can now
be termed pure and the resul ts achieved over the years
of  racing to the bi t ter  end each vear wi l l  ius i i fv  the
methods adopted.

A few of  my bi rds '  performances to substant iate rhe
Harr ison stra in to keep racing may not  be out  of  p lace.

In the year 1922I went to Toowoomba, bein-q ordered
away af ter  a heavy operat ion which near ly cost  me
my l i fe,  to convalesce.  I t  was in th is town that  I  real ly
founel  out  for  mysei f  the qLral i ty  of  the Harr isrn stra in.
I  took a smal l  number of  b i rds wi th me and raced
a season there,  in th is team was a young black Ck pied

Cock,  who later  was to be known as Si lver  King.  He
won Char levi l le ,  360 mi les by s ix minutes and was
second pigeon home from Qui tp ie,  480 mi lbs smash.
which was f lown in heavy ra in.  Af ter  f ly ing th is race
he was then only 5* months old Si lver  King was a
grandson of  the imported Blue Cock 3860 who was a
son of  a daughter of  Harr ison's fanrous stock pair .

Af ter  th is season's f ly ing in Toowoomba, I  retur .ned
to tsr isbane and there mated Si lver  King to Black Ck
Hen A.R.P. 1919, who was a s ister  to Mr.  Bart le 's
Cockburn King of  Cockburn.  620 mi les by 'one hour,
they produced 1063 Q.H. lS.  23.  Cock of  No. 1 pair
of  Harr isons,  a lso Morven Quee4 163 e.H.S..  23.
Morven Queen flew as a young bird all sta_ees to
Morven, 374 mi les,  homing at  n ight  but  not  t rappecl
unt i l .next  morning,  and st i l l  winning the race by over
hal f  an hour,  the bi rds had a very strong head wind,
she then flew in the Charlevil le 428 mile Derby, homing
with my clocked pigeon in 4th position. In the following
year she flew successfully to Quilpie. 546 miles, being
my second pigeon and winning 7th place,  her brother
1063 won 3rd in th is race.  I t  was a smash and the
birds struck rain most of the way.

In December 1925 I got married and left home to
restart at my present address, Greenslopes, bringing
with me practically all the Harrisons which I mated

Black Ck. Hen, 163.QHS.?S, Moruen eueen.
!!9*" as Aoung bird g7m, equa) Sth 175m., equcll
| th 767m,., ef)ual 6th, 270m., p7Tm., Sth' Splm.,
a,nd uJon Moruen, 380m. by ouer half-an-luour.
A hard, ra,ce no birds home on daA. 165 on toft at
day.break nent nLo.rnm,g, too aairc fu fuap, lost
20 mitn. and, then uon bA ltalf an hour. Charle-
uille Derbg, !28m., ,u)cts with the bird, I clocked,
il, lrlh. As old, btrd, she fl,eus uerg consi,stentty to
Qui,lpae, 5!6m., and clocked in ?th. 165 is sister
to 1063. Si,re of Vi,ctory. Sire, Si,luer King, pure
Harri,son. Da,rn, 18.ARP.1979 No: 11A full sister

to Cockburn Ki,ng, Harcison.
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i n to  pa i r ' s  f rom No .  I  t o  No .  13 .  I  am s i i l l  a t  t h i s
address in 1967 so I  have had 40 years wi th the l - larr ison
in  Greens lopes .  Dur ing  th i s  t ime  I  cons ide r .  t hey  hav ,e
been  ve ry  success fu l  f o r  bo th  myse l f  and  many  fanc ie rs
in  Aus t ra l i a  and  New Zea land .

My f i rs t  b ig winner.  f rom the nerv locai ion was in
1926  f rom Qu i lp ie .  -546  m i les  by  V ic to ry .  he  won  b "
2 i  hours  i n  l he  ra in ,  on ly  th ree  b i rds  home on  the
second  day .  a  son  o f  my  No .  I  pa i r  1063  x  563 .  V ic to ry
was later  sold to a Melbou'ne fancier- ,  ancl  tc ,day ther.e
i s  no t  a  be t te r  known p igeon  jn  V ic to r ia .  He  and  h i s
progeny ai 'e responsible for  winners at  a l l  d istances
than  can  be  pu t  i n to  p r in t .  He  was  s i re ,  among  many
o the rs ,  o f  L ,  Savory ' s  1707  who  won  I  s t  C lub .  l s r
Na t iona l ,  l s t  Federa t ion  and  a l l  pco ls  f rom _520  m i les ,
w inn ing  by  17  ya rds  a  n t i nu te  The  p rev io l r s  vea r  she
was  the  on ly  b iLd  home in  the  Hawthorne  CrL rb  i r r
race  t ime .  w inn ing  1s t ,  2nd  anc l  3 rd  pos i t i ons .  a l so  3 rd
Na t iona l .  9 th  Federa t ion  a t  520  m i res  w t ih  a  ve roc i t y
o f  949  yds .  pe r  m in .  V ic io ry  was  matec l  t c  2150  o f
rn ine  to  p rodLrce  1707 .

I n  . 1 9 2 8  a  s i s t e r  t o  V i c r o r y .  h e n  o f  m y  N o . 9  p a i r . .
p roduced  3 -5 I  who  won  the  dL rs t  s to rm eLr i l p ie ,  545
mi les ,  by  49  m inu tes .  on ly  f i ve  b i r c t s  home on  the
second day.  In 1929 a Harr ison hen of  nt ine f lew,
second  f rom Qu i lp ie .  546  m i les ,  be ing  bea ten  by  onc
yard per minute f rom a Harr ison hen of f  my No. 7 pair .
I n  1930  a  Har r i son  cock  f rom No .  3  pa i r .  won  3 rc l
Qu i lp ie ,  546  m i les .  In  l 93 l  a  cock  f r .om No .  5  pa i r
won  3 rd  Qu i lp ie .  I n  the  1932  eu i l p ie  race  rwo  b i rds

were  found  in  the  lo f t  a t  2 .50  a .m. .  homing  th rough
the night .  They won seconcl  p lace.

Qui lp ie was again f lown in 1932 when I  homecl  three
Harr isons together at  71.25 a.m. second day to take
ls t  p r i ze .  Longreach ,  618  m i les  was  a l so  f l own  on  the
same day  and  I  won  th i s  race  a t  5 .2g  p .m.  on  the
second day wi th a Harr ison cross hen.  In 1933 a
char levi l le  428 mi le winner and a euirp ie winner again
came to my lof ts,  being pure Harr isons.Vi,ctory - euilpie, 5{6 mi,le winner.
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No .  14 .  B lu .e  Ck .  F r t l l  Hen ,  563  AR? .Z1 .
Flown 171 tt , , les. i t i3 is clant of Vi. tot.y, the 1gJ(;
pt1i,l.rye s46_111. ttsinner mentron'ect irt Iio. t. Ei,iii:.
7.4RP.20. His stre 11E2, bred, by Sanaifora, tr , :oi lt lggl la al l  Fo.y Ha.rr isoi Sire of"1182 is 'SSO,'\ i 'oi i t
360nt.. Si,re .of SS0 is_ 816, bred. bU poU \rom, rt'uag":-
t2oodr.the imported son of Ltoad Cdoi.se and i t"eu.
t l te_GuernseA smash.  Oul  o f  Harr iso i l ' s  4 i i t ' lWi , : -ande ta tnner ,  600nt .  Dam 

'o f  
SS0 is  LFC. i l , . i t .

s. is_l lgr t .o th e' F,ed"erat iort h en' r H a i  r  i  i  onT.- D.; ' ;  
-  
;  i4RP.7.20 ::  1+1,byed^.ba n. E. Hunter, Auiktanci,

and is half-sister to Sparkl ing ptug aia nesaoia',
two.of  ,N.2.  champions and,  nrs{  ar r iua ls  f romCltrtstchurch i}Sttt . ,  by ouer a useek. Sire'oi i+t
i ,s Maruel, 2n,d 70m.,.-7st 100nt.,  10i l1 glOm.',  | i i39!ry.2 7th. 4761n.,_ 7st 66pm. Dam of sbS ts iSS
ARP.20. Sire Bathbrick II, winner o"f tltree tiis,
includi,ng Bourke, and is 

'bred, 
off  the,lmportea

meal,y cock Bathbrtck ^( importea AU ,FoA' froitGeo. Varrisolti ct, son of Harrison's iamois itoctt
pai,r._Dam of 185 ts .551. Si.re, LFC.Z'Sl; gtua neg.
207. Dam of Bath,brtck is Cyclone, pur'e Harrtso"n.
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The Second Series of 1933 saw the pioneering of
the South Route to Sydney. This saw six of the last
'seven races won by my Harrisons, also the only bird
,on the day from Sydney, 460 miles (the race finished
in rain) my Harrison 2179 flying the journey in 12 hrs.
2 min., 1076 yds. per min. 2179 was bred from 500,
a sister to Victory from No. 1 pair. I homed two more
hens the next morning and in all homed the only
five birds which homed from this race.

ln 1934 Taree, 305 miles, finished at dark a Harrison
cock won this race for me. In the Sydney 460 mile racc
I homed three Harrisons together to take 2nd, 3rd
and 4th. In the Second Series in 1934 two Harrisons
won 1st and 2nd Charleville, 428 miles, with the same
result from Quilpie, 546 miles, my winning pigeon
homing at 9'24 p.m. at night, only bird home on the
day of liberation, with my 2nd prizewinner coming in
very early the next morning. The winning bird was
bred from No. 11 cock x No. 5A hen who was sister
to the No. 1 cock.

In the L935 season saw many firsts again to the
f{arrisons including lst West Maitland, 374 miles, 1041
winning first, alsg the Sydney race was won by 1051,
a Biue Harrison hen homing at 10.41 a.m. the second
morning, velocity 661 yds. per minute, and was the
only bird home on the second day. I homed lst, 2nd,
3rd and 5th in this race, all Harrisons.

At this stage it may be better to pass a few years
by to say 1953, when two Marlborough 387 mile races
were won at the same time and Harrisons won lst and
2nd. In the Federation race from Mackay, 504 miles,
a Harrison won lst Federation and pools, also first in
two clubs. The following Federation race from Bowen,
604 miles, was won by a Harrison hen which I pur-
chased from a local fancier by the name o'f A. Joseph,
winning lst Fed. and Clubs with a velocity of 1263
yds. per min. which is a record for this distance. All
pools to f5 were also won by Harrisons in this race.

1954 season two firsts at 287 miles in two clubs,
followed with lst and 2nd at the same point the next
week. The following week two firsts were obtained
from Marlborough, 387 miles. In the Mackay 504
miles race a first and fourth weie recorded.

In the second series of 1954 from Quilpie, 546 miles
Second Federation and first and second Clubs were won
by 624, a Harrison hen. The'following week a Barker
hen took the honours from Longreach, 618 miles, win-
ning lst Fed., 1st in two clubs and all pools to f10,
with a velocity of 836 yards per minute.

In 1955 one of my Harrison Miracle hens lowered
the record' from T ongreach, 618 miles, which was
flown in the short days of winter time. homing at
7.00 a.m. the second morning after being liberated at
8.00 a.m. the previous morning. She won by two hours
with a velocity of 1639 yds. per min. It is believed
that this hen flew on at night time to record such a
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performance. Two hours ahead of second prize-winner.
At Marlborough the same year my birds registered a
lst and a 2nd, the distance being 387 miles. The follow-
ing week a Harrison cock was first bird into Brisbane,
all clubs, from St' Lawrence, 430 miles.

The year 1956 - first in two clubs and 3rd Federa-
tion was recorded from 387 miles, and lst St. Law-
rence, 430 miles the following week. In Mackay, 504
miles 4th Fed. and lst and 2nd clubs went to my Harri-
sons. The final race of the year was from Bowen, 6A4
miles, and again success went to the Harrisons, my hen
1189 woir lst Federation, lst in two clubs, velocity
899 yds. per minute, only seven clocks in the Federa-
tion the second day and eight pigeons, two Harrisons
to my lofts.

Moving along to 1959 Harrisons won for me lst
and 2nd Gladstone, 287 miles, also 1st Gladstone the
following week. The M+rlborough 387 mile Federation
race was flown the following week, when no birds
homed on the day. Fairly early next morning I won
Lst Fed, lst in two clubs with a Blue Frill Harrison
hen 670 Q.P.F. 58. St. Lawrence, Club race 430 miles
was .won by a Harrison cock. The same year two firsts
were won at Morven, 374 miles, with Harrisons. In the
Longreach 618 mile race lst and 2nd club and 5th
Fed. was won by a Barker hen.

In the First Series of 1960 the long race from Sydney,
460 rniles, was won by a Moss hen of mine by t hr.
20 min. Later in the Second Series a Blue Harrison
hen 9664 won lst Fed., lst in two clubs and a number
of pools from Marlborough, 387 miles. In the Bowen
Fed., 604 miles, a Barker hen of mine 9753 won lst
Fed. and two clubs with Harrison hen 96'64, being my
second pigeon.

In the 196l season, a Blue Harrison hen won the
Federation Derby from Kempsey, 250 miles, alsot lst

Q.R.P.A. and lst S.C.H.C. The following Federation
race from Broadrneadow, 387 miles, again brought
success to my loft when Pencil Blue Harrison cock
3816 won 2nd Fed., 2nd Q.R.P.A. and lst S.C.H.C.,
velocity 930 yds. per min., beaten f yd. per min., only
four birds home on the day, two to my loft.

The First Series of. 1962 was again successful when
a daughter of Morning Star won 2nd Fed., 2nd Q.R.P.A.
and 1st S.C.H.C., velocity 737 yds. per min., head
winds and rain, mostly Barker strain. In Mackay, 504
miles, I flew 3rd Fed., lst Q.R.P.A. and lst S.C.H.C.,
Velocity 807 yds. per minute, again bird had rain to
contend with, my clock bird was Harrison Miracle.
The Bowen 604 mile race was again a hard one with
strong head winds when 3'/-.12 Harcison hen won 6th
Fed., 3rd Q.R.P.A. and lst S.C.H.C.
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The Second Series of 1962 proved to be an eventful
season for me as I won lst Morven,374 miles with
4545, a Harrison hen 3rd in each of two ch-rbs from
Charleville, 428 miles. Fourth Fed., 2nd in two clubs
from Quilpie, 546 miles, velocity 734 yds. per min.

It was at this period that I decided I would retire
from the sport of breeding and racing pigeons and
announced my retirement on the basketing night of the
Longreach 618 mile Federation race this was a
bomb shell to the fancy and I decided to distribute my
many hundreds of pigeons, comprising a near life_time
of concentration and effort to the whole of the fanciers
in Queensland, etc., on a gratis basis.

When I thought was my last race coming up from
Longreach, 618 miles, and I felt sure the good wishes
for my succ€ss in this race was well meant by my
fel low fanciers. However a very hard one was lurned
on wlth only three birds in the Federation home on
the third day and although I did not win I got two of
the three birds home with velocities of 433 and 393
yds. per min. My first bird winning 2nd Fed., 2nd
Q.R.P.A. and 2nd S.C.H.C My clock bird was Harri_
son Cross and my second was straight Harrison.

Distribution of the birds was gone into at this stage,
which left my lofts practically empty.

My wife did not want me to retire and after much
discussion arranged for a small loft of birds to be

kept, which thought woulcl be there if required later,
some of these were those homing from the Longreach
618 mile race. Just before the last of the 1962 young
birds were distributed I put aside a few pair of these.
Had my wife not arranged for a few to be put asioe
I probably would have been minus all. After six or
seven months inactivity, I put a few pair together ancl
bred some youngster which I quickly trained along, a
number still squeaking and one of those won 2n<i club,
from 132 miles. I flew them as far as 234 miles.

In April 1964 I spent some time in a hospital, and
the doctor advised my wife to get me back into pigeons
as quickly as she could. I came out of the hospital
on the weekend. The first race on the west was flown
from Jondaryan, 91 miles. I  started training a team on
the Monday and some of these were raced in both
clubs that weekend with good returns. Things went
along well and at Charleville, 428 miles, I clocked
4th Federation and lst Section, this being the Ring
Race, fl a bird. My next success was in the long
race from Windorah, 670 miles, my bird won lst Fed.,
1st Q.R.P.A. and 1st S.C.H.C. by 30 minutes, my sec-
ond bird home could have won 4th Fed., and was by
the Harrison hen which flew Longreach 618 miles
which was home in time to win 2nd Fed. Lonereach
mentioned earlier.

I was a little more prepared for the Second Series
of that year 1964, and flew very well, winning 3rd
Federation from Kempsey, 250 miles, 1st Q.R.P.A. and
Znd S.C.H.C. from Tuncurry, 325 miles, 10th Fed.
Broadmeadow, 387 miles, and ended up winning the
double by taking the last long race from Stanwell
Park, 480 miles (which is South of Sydney) in a very
bad smash, velocity 556 yds. per min., only five birds
home on the third day out of over 500 pigeons. My
Harrison hen clocked in at 5.20 a.m. third morning.
This bird won 1st Fed. and lst in two clubs, also a
number of pools. This hen is pure Harrison and is the
last big winner for me in a long line of Harrisons
back to my No. I  cock 1063 Q.H.S. 23 which is over
forty years ago.

The following is the way I preserved this line of my
Harrisons. 1063 produced 63I at 17 years of age, when
mated to 265 my 2nd prize-winner from West l\{ait-
land, 374 miles, only two birds home on the day, she
was from Imp. N. S. Rhead Mosaic Harrison Cock 267
when mated to Champion 500, dam of many winners
to 545 miles, who was daughter of 1063. 1063 bred
his last young one at 19 years old, a Blue Cock 1058,
this bird proved a champion for Mr. F. Williams of
Melbourne. 1063 lived until he was 23 years olrl. 631
mated to 3420 pure Harrison and sired 504 who flew
a very early pigeon from Eromanga, 604 miles. 504
mated to 229L a grand-daughter of 2179 the firsr bird

Sm. Blue Ch. Hen 951 eRpA p?, Littte Gem.

W!,yne7 of dust storty.t, ra,ce fronx euilpr,e, 516
mi,les, bg 51 minutes, flying tiine 19 irrs.'lg' ml,i.
77 sec. Vel,ocity 861 Eard,s per minute. Bred, from

9 n 9A pai,r. No. 9A si,ster to Victory.
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t o  I ' r l aze  the  t r i a l  f rom Sydney  to  B r i sbane  in  1933  on ly
b i rd  on  the  day .  504  was  b rec l  i n  1950 .  Th is  ma t ing
proc luced  t l 6 l1  Q .P .F .  59  f l own  a  ha rd  Mackay ,  504
mi le race,  86 |  I  mated to 

'4324 
an ear ly b i rd f rom

Longreach .  618  m i le  smash ,  p roc luced  2505  e .p .F .  63
my Ias t  Federa t ion  w inner  f  rom S tanwe l l  pa rk ,  4g0
mi le smash ment ioned above. To carry th is l ine on
i t  i s  my  in ten t ion  ro  mare  504  e  R .p .A .  50  and  250-5
Q.P.F.  63 next  season 1966, th is wi l l  make 504 s ixteen
years old,  he looks and han<i les many years younger. ,
2-50-5 is  h is grand-dar"rghter .  This is  one cf  the ways I
p rese rved  the  Har r i son  s t ra in  i n  i t s  pu r i t y  and  w inn ing
'vein back to the years of  the champion Harr ison stock
pair  which no doubt was one of  the greatest  stock pairs
in  the  wo l ld .

My  success  in  1964  in  the  two  long  Federa t ion  races
on two di f ferent  routes were certa in ly a p leasant come-
back for  me af ter  my perhaps short  ret i rement.

Th is  No .  I  l i ne  o f  m ine  tha t  i s  my  No .  I  pa i r  o f
Harr isons,  mated to Mr.  J.  E.  O'Br ien of  Drummoyne,
Sydney,  Imported Harr isons,  produced that  great  pair
50  x  544  wh ich  Mr .  O 'B r ien  s ta ted  was  the  bes t  pa i r
o f  s tock  b i rds  i n  Aus t ra l i a .

An ar t ic le by a noted New Zealand fancier  in Squi l ls
Diary 7953, has the fo l lowing to say about Knoblauch's
Harr isons.  "Another crack f f ier  of  the Northern Clutr
is  Les.  Cooper who f lew birds in the Hami l ton Club
some years ago,  winning 1st ,  2nd and 3rd f rom Timaru.
550 mi le same race.  Another t ime he c locked the only
arr ival  in race t ime f rom Invercargi l l ,  700 mi les.  Dur ing
the last  war he sold out  to Glover and Son. Three
years ago he moved to Auckland,  got  b i rds of f  h is o ld
fami ly f rom Glover and Son and jo ined the crack
Northern Club,  the strongest  c lub in the country and
by far the most progressive. In the past young bird
season ,  Les  won  l s t  C lub  100  m i les ,  l s t  140  m i les
( Interval) ,  ls t  200 mi les,  ls t  260 mi les,  ls t  285 mi les
and 2nd, 4th and 5th Fed. He f l ies nothing but  Harr i -
sons,  which he imported f rom H. Knoblauch,  Austra l ia,
whose stock were direct from Max Foy who purchased
the ent i re "Oakomoor" lof t  in  England and sent  i t  to
Austra l ia.  Only recent ly  Les imported bi rds f rom th is
source to strengthen those he already has."

Dur ing the last  season 1965 I  only raced as far  as
200 miles and was going along nicely for a first ahd
several  good places when I  had to stop and ended

up in hospi ta l  where I  was for  four weeks,  af ter  coming
or"r t  I  had to content  mysel f  wi th watching the progeny
of my gi f t  b i rds and others successfLr l ly  negot iat :  the
2 8 5 , 3 7 4 , 4 2 8 ,  t w o  5 0 4 , 6 0 4  a n d  7 0 0  m i l e  r a c e s .  T h e
reports back to me f rom a number of  fanciers was
very pleasing.

Al l  being wei l  I  hope to contest  a fu l l  season's racing
in 1967; a l though I  wi l l  be comper ing heavi ly  a-eainsr
the progeny of  a lot  of  rny own gi f t  b i rds.

Al though the above sets out  a number of  the Harr i -
son's wins for  me over a number of  years,  especia l ly
in the long and hard races,  f  have but  touched the
fr inge of  th is st ra in 's many successes for  me. Hundreds
of  f i rs ts and ear ly p laces in races have been recorded
s ince  the  1920  when  we  came in  possess ion  o f  them.

Among  many  wh ich  come to  m ind  i s  one  f rom Mor -
ven,  374 mi les,  in which the.  b i rds we:e l iberated at
7.00 a.m. in the middte of  winter  when the Derby was
being contested in the Q.R.P A. and an open race in
the B.H.P.C. No birds were reported in e i ther c lub
up to darkness hours taking over.  I  kept  watch unt i l
11.5 p.m. and ret i red to again check at  L2.20 a.m. and
found a bi rd in for  each c lub.  These both won their
respect ive c lubs.  These were both pure Harr isons.  A
fu r the r  b i rd  homed a t  1 .30  a .m.

The Harr isons could also race to win in the shorter
races as the fo l lowing resul ts indicate:-  Racing in the
Q.I{ .P.A.  they won as fo l lows -  1st  Nambour,  65 mi les:
ls t  Yandina,  69 mi les;  ls t  Mungar Junct ion,  137 rn i les;
1st  again the fo l lowing week,  ls t  Is is  Junct ion,  l6-5
mi les;  ls t  again the fo l lowing week,  then 2nd Mir iam r
Yale,  243 mi les.  Harr ison hen 998 also won 2nd Bowen,
604  m i le  Federa t ion ;  2nd  Q.R .P .A .  and  l s t  B .H .p .C .
the same ser ies,  1949.

No doubt i t  wi l l  be interest ing to many to know
the breeding of  Geo. Harr ison's famous stock pair  and
some of  their  outstanding sons and daughters,  but  be-
fore doing so I will quote a statement from this out-
standing pigeon fancier  which is  as fo l lows:-  . .My

birds are not  barndoor fowls,  but  real  racing machines,
t reat  them as such and they wi l l  amply repay you for
your t rouble."

f  can certa in ly vouch for  the above statement.
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